Medication Policy for Roanoke Catholic School 

I. Prescription Medication Authorization:


(Taken from VIRGINIA SCHOOL HEALTH GUIDELINES, pg. 255-268)

The use of all long term prescriptive medications (more than 10 days) should be authorized in writing by a licensed prescriber, which includes physicians, dentists, physician assistants, or licensed nurse practitioners. The written authorization should include the following information:

· Student’s name

· Licensed prescriber’s name, telephone number and signature

· Date prescription written

· Name of medication

· Dosage

· Time of day to be given

· Anticipated length of treatment

· Diagnosis or reason the medication is needed (unless reason should remain confidential.)

· Special handling instructions

Changes in the original medication authorization require a new written authorization and a corresponding change in the prescription label.  Faxed authorizations are acceptable. 

II.
 Prescription Medication Labeling

An acceptable label on a prescription container (see guidelines) can be used as a medical authorization if parents/guardians sign and date the prescription label.

· Original container- Medication in plastic bags or other non-original containers are not acceptable.

· Label must have student’s name, name of medication, directions for dosage, frequency to be administered, the licensed prescriber’s name, and the date the prescription was filled.

III.  
Parental Consent

Parental consent must be obtained before administering medication.  This should include:

· Student’s name

· Parent’s name

· Parent’s daytime and emergency phone number

· Statement of parental consent

· Date of consent

· Allergies

· Name of medication (if not on med authorization form)

· Reason for the medication (if not on med authorization form)

Standing orders should have parental consent renewed yearly.

IV.  
General Protocols for Prescription Medication:

· The first dose of a new medication must be given at home.  Any reactions or side effects must be noted. The prescriber must be notified. The parent acknowledges first dose on authorization form.

· Students may bring their medication to school if all authorizations are in place.  All medication MUST be given to the main office/nurse’s office on arrival.
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